
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT    
 Donald E. Pyle, Sr., Professional Member, Chair 
 Tim Harriger, Professional Member 
 Joyce Edwards, Public Member 
       

MEMBERS ABSENT 
       Dennis Theoharis, Public Member, Vice Chair 

 
      DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT 

Jennifer Singh, Deputy Attorney General 
Amanda McAtee, Administrative Specialist II 
Bob Powers, Administrative Specialist II   
 
PUBLIC PRESENT 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Pyle called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
The Board reviewed the meeting minutes from the December 13, 2013 meeting.  Mr. Harriger made a 
motion, seconded by Ms. Edwards, to approve the minutes as written.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
Final Denial  
Ms. McAtee stated that Kurt Brown had received notice of his tabled application in November of 2013.  
The letter had requested Mr. Brown to submit a log of his home inspections.  Mr. Brown had not 
responded to the letter and had not sent in a log for the Board’s review.  Ms. Singh requested that  
Ms. McAtee put Mr. Brown on the February agenda so the Board could discuss the issue.   
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Federal Grants, Standards of Practice, and Code of Ethics Discussion 
Mr. Pyle stated that he did not have anything new to report on the topic of federal grants.  Mr. Pyle 
stated that he would bring up the topic at an upcoming meeting in March of 2014 with DAR (Delaware 
Association of Realtors) representatives.   
 
Mr. Pyle stated that the Standards of Practice were modeled after the American Society of Home 
Inspectors (ASHI) Standards of Practice.  Mr. Pyle suggested that the Board should consider several 
changes to the Delaware Standards of Practice to reflect the recent ASHI Standards of Practice 
changes.  ASHI recently re-defined the size of a crawlspace that a home inspector was not required to 
enter as well as the size of the access opening.  Additionally, ASHI had stated that home inspectors 
were not to traverse attic load-bearing components that were concealed by the insulation or by other 
materials.   
 
Mr. Pyle stated that ASHI had removed sections that specified “knob and tube” and “aluminum wiring” 
and questioned if the Board wished to remove the language from their Standards of Practice as well.  
After a brief discussion, the Board decided that the “knob and tube” and “aluminum wiring” language 
should not be removed since it provided additional protection to the public.  
 
Mr. Pyle stated that after reading through the Board’s Standards of Practice he also wanted the Board 
to consider adding language that would state that a home inspector would not determine whether water 
supply and sewage disposal were private or public, would not measure water supply flow and pressure 
(well water quantity included), or fill shower pans and fixtures to test for leaks.   
 
Mr. Pyle felt that further defining the areas he mentioned and adding the recent ASHI changes to the 
Board’s Standards of Practice would better protect the public as well as home inspectors. The Board 
agreed to continue the discussion of amending the Board’s Standards of Practice at the February 10, 
2014 meeting.   
 
Mr. Pyle stated that he had given some thought to the topic Ms. McAtee had brought up at the last 
meeting regarding applicants who were experienced home inspectors but did not meet the Board’s 
endorsement requirements.  Mr. Pyle suggested that an applicant who had completed at least 250 
home inspections and had passed the National Home Inspector Examination could be considered a 
well experienced home inspector.  Mr. Pyle suggested that 100 of the 250 inspections should have a 
basement or crawlspace.  Ms. Singh questioned if basement/crawlspace inspecting experience could 
be accomplished by taking a course.  Mr. Pyle responded that basements and crawlspaces were such 
a large issue for homes in Delaware that the Board needed to ensure that applicants were experienced 
beyond a training course in order to provide a quality inspection in the State of Delaware.   
 
Mr. Harriger questioned if the Board would be able to review home inspection reports from the 
applicants or if the Board could add an exam on basement/crawlspace knowledge in order to determine 
if the applicant was qualified in the subject area.  Ms. Singh stated that the statute had given the Board 
the latitude to determine the requirements for a licensure.   The Board agreed to conduct more 
research and revisit the topic at the February 11, 2014 meeting.   
 
Continued Discussion of the New Castle County Board of Realtors Contract with Regards to 
Home Inspection 
Ms. Singh stated that she had contacted the attorney for DAR and he was receptive to modifying the 
language in the DAR contract.  With no further news on the subject, the Board tabled the discussion.  
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NEW BUSINESS  
Ratification of Issued Home Inspector Licenses 
Donald E. Pyle, Jr.  
 
The ratification of the home inspector license for Donald E. Pyle, Jr. was tabled due to loss of quorum 
after Mr. Pyle recused himself from the vote.  
 
Ratification of Issued Home Inspector Trainee Licenses 
Mr. Harriger made a motion, seconded by Ms. Edwards, to ratify the trainee license of Mark G. Benzel. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Review of Applications – Grandfather Clause  
None 
 
Review of Applications – Endorsement 
Paul M. Baker, Maryland 
Mr. Pyle reviewed the endorsement application of Paul M. Baker for the Board.  Mr. Pyle stated that  
Mr. Baker was licensed in the State of Maryland but had not been licensed for a minimum a five years.   
The Board had determined previously that the licensure requirements of Maryland were not 
substantially similar to the State of Delaware.  Mr. Harriger made a motion, seconded by Ms. Edwards, 
to propose to deny the application of Paul M. Baker for endorsement because he did meet the statutory 
requirements for licensure under § 4111 endorsement, specially § 4111(b).  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only) 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Board meeting will be at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 11, 2014 in Conference Room B 
located on the second floor of the Cannon Building at 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Harriger made a motion, seconded by Mr. Pyle, to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:07 a.m.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Amanda McAtee 
Administrative Specialist II 
 
The notes of this meeting are not intended to be a verbatim record of the topics that were presented or discussed. 
They are for the use of the Board members and the public in supplementing their personal notes and recall for 
presentations.  


